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From General Butler to General Rawlins
Head Qrs., Oct. 7th, 1864, 11 A.M.
I HAVE ordered my despatch to General Grant to be duplicated to you. Nothing has changed since that despatch. I have thrown my right back, put Spring Hill near New Market in fighting order, and am waiting. Deserters report no new troops in my front, but a large portion withdrawn from Chaffin's for this demonstration on the right. The force moving I make out to be Law's, Benning's and Greggs* brigades infantry & battery of artillery, and Lomax' brigade of cavalry. The shelling of Harrison still goes on with vigor. If I can learn with a little more certainty about his movement on my right I shall take the offensive with two divisions of Birney. BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
I will direct the operator to take off at City Point any despatch I may send to Gen'l. Grant. B. F. B.
From General Butler to General Meade
Bead Qrs. near VABINA, Oat. 1th, 1864,11.05 A M.
I HAVE made out this attacking column to be Benning's, Law's & Greggs* Brigade infantry, a battalion of artillery, & Lomax' Cavalry. I hear of no reinforcements to General Lee. Nor have I heard of any other troops moved across the river.
I am inclined to think that there can hardly be a real attack, so far as my information goes.
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.
From General Butler to General Birney
Head Qrs., 11.16 A.M., Oct. 1th, 1864
DESPATCH by hand of aid rec'd. Field Division to wit, Law's, Benning's, & Greggs' Brigades have always been here. There are four regiments of Pickett's division. They may be on the move to get to our right; if so I think we may send two divisions after them, and get between them & their base. What think you? I can hear of no new troops coming over
n^TP
BENJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen'l. Comd'g.